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Because Jesus Is Alive…  
By Steve Diehl 

Like the cross of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of Jesus is a treasure chest of amazing and wonderful 

blessings worthy of a lifetime of meditation and thanksgiving.  Without the resurrection, so much of 

God’s salvation would be left incomplete and the motivation to believe in Jesus would be crippled.  In 

fact, before His resurrection, the early followers of Jesus considered Jesus to have failed.  They were 

ready to give up and go home in spite of all they had heard from Jesus and seen Him do.  Even though 

the prophets had predicted it, and Jesus had explicitly foretold it, His followers did not anticipate His 

death, let alone His resurrection.   

But their testimony and sacrifices demonstrated that it was the resurrection of Jesus that converted the 

fearful, dejected, confused followers of Jesus into the fearless, convinced and convincing proclaimers 

of the good news of God in Jesus Christ.  All of the apostles, and more, suffered and died because they 

were convinced that Jesus was alive and active among them.  Nothing could convince them otherwise. 

And like the cross, the meaning and value of resurrection needed to be revealed by God and explained 

to His people through the Apostles and New Testament writers.  What follows is simply a listing of the 

many things God has accomplished through the resurrection of Jesus Christ and some of the Bible 

verses that point us to those truths.  And as with the early followers of Jesus, as you meditate on these 

truths, may you be comforted, encouraged, strengthened, emboldened and better equipped to deal with 

all the sin, death and darkness in our world. 

“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 

what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life — and 

the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, 

which was with the Father and was manifested to us — what we have seen and heard we 

proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 

fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”  1 John 13 
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Because Jesus is alive … 

 

1. Jesus is the irrefutable evidence of the gospel of Jesus Christ 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that He appeared to more 

than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 

then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 

appeared to me also.  1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 

looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life — and the life was manifested, and 

we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was 

manifested to us — what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also …  1 John 1:1-3 

 

2. Jesus is demonstrated to be the Son of God 

Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He 

promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was born 

of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with power by the 

resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord …  Romans 1:1-4 

 

3. Jesus is the saving response of faith  

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” — that is, the word of 

faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 

heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, 

resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  Romans 10:8-10 

 

4. Jesus validates the effectiveness of the Cross of Christ 

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been 

raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.  Moreover, we are even found to be false 

witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in 

fact the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if 

Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  1 Corinthians 15:13-17 
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5. We have good reason to believe in God and His promises 

For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the 

sake of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 

glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  1 Peter 1:20-21 

 

6. We have fellowship with Jesus and the Father 

God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

1 Corinthians 1:9 

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 

looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life — and the life was manifested, and 

we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was 

manifested to us — what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.   

1 John 1:1-3 

 

7. Jesus furthers God’s salvation of those who are justified by faith 

Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, but for our sake also, to whom it 

will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He who was 

delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.   

Romans 4:23-25 

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God 

through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  Romans 5:9-10 

 

8. Jesus is the transforming element into which all believers are spiritually baptized 

Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His 

death?  Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if 

we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness 

of His resurrection …  Romans 6:3-5 

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  Galatians 3:27 
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9. God gives us the life of Jesus 

And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the 

Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  1 John 5:11-12 

 

10. God makes us alive together with Christ 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were 

dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) …  

Ephesians 2:4-5 

 

11. Jesus lives in us, empowering us to know the love of God 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge…  

Ephesians 3:14-19 

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for 

me.  Galatians 2:20 

 

12. Jesus lives in us, empowering us to be filled up with all the fullness of God 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, 

that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  Ephesians 3:14-19 

 

13. Jesus saves us from the practice and the consequences (wrath of God) of sin 

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God 

through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  Romans 5:9-10 
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For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to 

God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised 

from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.  1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 

 

14. Jesus enables us to live like Him in the power of His resurrected, sinless life 

Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have 

become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 

resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might 

be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.  

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, 

having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  For the 

death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  Even so 

consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore, do not let sin reign 

in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body 

to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, 

and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  For sin shall not be master over you, for 

you are not under law but under grace.  Romans 6:4-14 

 

15. Jesus gives us His life to override the power of sin in our bodies 

If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 

Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in 

you.  Romans 8:10-11 

 

16. Jesus is qualified to be a permanent High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek 

And this is clearer still, if another priest arises according to the likeness of Melchizedek, who has 

become such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an 

indestructible life. For it is attested of Him, “you are a priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.”  Hebrews 7:15-17 
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17. Jesus is able to be a permanent High Priest between God and humanity 

The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death 

from continuing, but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood 

permanently.  Therefore, He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, 

since He always lives to make intercession for them.  Hebrews 7:23-25 

For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus…  

 1 Timothy 2:5 

 

18. Jesus was able to present Himself as the one, perfect sacrifice to God in the heavenly 

temple 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater 

and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not through 

the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, 

having obtained eternal redemption.  Hebrews 9:11-12 

 

19. Jesus makes constant, eternal intercession for His followers 

Therefore, He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always 

lives to make intercession for them.  Hebrews 7:25 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 

have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous …  1 John 2:1 

 

20. Jesus is able to empathize with His people 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot empathize with our 

weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Hebrews 4:14-15 

 

21. Jesus is an example and encouragement of persevering in faith while suffering 

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 

encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For 
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consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow 

weary and lose heart.  Hebrews 12:1-3 

Why are we also in danger every hour?  I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which I have in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.  If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what 

does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.   

1 Corinthians 15:30-32 

For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we 

were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; indeed, we had the 

sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the 

dead; who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our 

hope.  2 Corinthians 1:8-9 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of 

God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the 

body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  For we who live 

are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh.  2 Corinthians 4:7-11 

 

22. Jesus takes care of God’s people as a shepherd cares for his sheep 

Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the 

blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, 

working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.  Hebrews 13:20-21 

 

23. Jesus is in authority over all things 

…and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  These are in accordance 

with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 

from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come.  And He put all things in subjection under His feet …  Ephesians 1:19-22 

Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you — not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 

to God for a good conscience — through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of 

God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.   

1 Peter 3:21-22 
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For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, 

and He is the head over all rule and authority …  Colossians 2:9 

 

24. Jesus is the head and leader of His Church 

…and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  These are in accordance 

with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 

from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come.  And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 

church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  Ephesians 1:19-23 

 

25. Jesus gives spiritual gifts to His followers 

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore, it says, 

“When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” (Now this 

expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts 

of the earth?  He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He 

might fill all things.)  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 

and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building 

up of the body of Christ …  Ephesians 4:7-12 

 

26. We have overcome the power and authority of Satan and his demons 

You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than 

he who is in the world.  1 John 4:4 

 

27. We can experience the power of Christ’s life in our sufferings 

More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain 

Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I 

may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings …   

Philippians 3:8-10 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of 

God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
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despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the 

body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  For we who live 

are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh.  2 Corinthians 4:7-11 

 

28. Jesus is the first in every good thing 

He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He 

Himself will come to have first place in everything.  Colossians 1:18 

 

29. Jesus is the living head of His spiritual Body, the Church 

Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the 

angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and not 

holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and 

ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.  Colossians 2:18-19 

 

30. Jesus is the One on whom we are to focus to live for God 

Therefore, if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  

For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.  Colossians 3:1-4 

Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to 

be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 1:13 

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.   

Colossians 3:23-24 

For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and 

He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and 

rose again on their behalf.  2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
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31. We are enabled by Jesus to abound in love for one another and for all people 

and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as 

we also do for you …  1 Thessalonians 3:12 

For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and 

He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and 

rose again on their behalf.  2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

32. Jesus will establish our hearts without blame in holiness 

… and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just 

as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints …  1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 

… so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 1:7-8 

 

33. Jesus comforts and strengthens us for good works 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal 

comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.  

 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

 

34. Jesus grants peace in every circumstance to those who follow Him 

Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance.  The Lord be 

with you all!  2 Thessalonians 3:16 

 

35. Jesus is with us always wherever we are 

Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance.  The Lord be 

with you all!  2 Thessalonians 3:16 

 

 

 



13 

 

36. Jesus reveals true life and immortality 

…who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His 

own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, but now has been 

revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel …  2 Timothy 1:9-10 

 

37. Jesus rewards His followers for their faithfulness 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid 

up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 

day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.  2 Timothy 4:7-8 

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  1Peter 5:4 

 

38. Jesus delivers us from every evil deed and brings us safely into His Kingdom 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to 

Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  2 Timothy 4:18 

 

39. Jesus fulfills prophecy 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures …  1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 

40. Jesus has final authority over His enemies 

Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never 

take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of 

God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.   

Hebrews 10:11-13 

 

41. Jesus brings all things into subjection to God 

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.  For since by a 

man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in 
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Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are 

Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, 

when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His 

enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For he has put all things in 

subjection under His feet.  But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is 

excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.  When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son 

Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in 

all.  1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

 

42. We have a living hope in the assurance of the promises of God 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused 

us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an 

inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time.  1 Peter 1:3-5 

 

43. Our faith in Christ will be validated when He appears 

… so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though 

tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ…   

1 Peter 1:7 

 

44. Jesus is the spiritual cornerstone of God’s spiritual temple, the Church 

And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in 

the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 2:4-5 

 

45. Jesus proclaimed God’s salvation to those who lived before Noah 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, 

having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also He went and made 

proclamation to the spirits now in prison, who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 

waiting in the days of Noah …  1 Peter 3:18-20 
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46. We will become fully like Him when we see Him 

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.  We know that 

when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  1 John 3:2 

 

47. Jesus receives God’s eternal inheritance as promised to Abraham 

Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as 

referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.  What I am saying is this: the 

Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified 

by God, so as to nullify the promise.  For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a 

promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.  Galatians 3:16-18 

 

48. We are co-heirs with Jesus of God’s inheritance 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For all of you who were baptized into Christ 

have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free 

man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you belong to Christ, 

then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.  Galatians 3:26-29 

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs 

of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with 

Him.  Romans 8:16-17 

 

49. We have proof for physical life after physical death 

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in 

which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, 

unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After 

that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but 

some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one 

untimely born, He appeared to me also … Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 

believed.  Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ 

has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 

Moreover, we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He 
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raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not raised, 

not even Christ has been raised …  1 Corinthians 15:1-16 

 

50. We have evidence for our own resurrection 

Now God has not only raised the Lord but will also raise us up through His power.  1 Corinthians 6:14 

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.  For since by a 

man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in 

Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are 

Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, 

when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  1 Corinthians 15:20-24 

 

51. Jesus will transform our sin-contaminated, mortal bodies into the likeness of His 

resurrected body 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 

who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the 

exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.  Philippians 3:20-21 

Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the 

perishable inherit the imperishable.  Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and 

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  But when this perishable will have put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is 

written, “death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your 

sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:50-57 

 

52. Jesus is the judge of the living and the dead 

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom …  2 Timothy 4:1 

In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and 

they malign you; but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.   

1 Peter 4:4-5 



17 

 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 

his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  2 Corinthians 5:10 

 

53. Jesus will return to earth and complete God’s salvation 

For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?  Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord 

Jesus at His coming?  1 Thessalonians 2:19 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 

preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Thessalonians 5:23 

And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, so Christ also, 

having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without 

reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.  Hebrews 9:27-28 

 

54. Jesus will administer the Day of the Lord with the final consequences for sins and 

unbelief 

For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to 

you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who 

do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  2 Thessalonians 1:6-8 

I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up 

with seven seals.  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the 

book and to break its seals?”  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open 

the book or to look into it.  Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the 

book or to look into it; and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.”  And I 

saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, 

having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  And 

He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  Revelation 5:1-7 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, 

and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many 

diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  He is clothed with a 

robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which are in heaven, 

clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  Revelation 19:11-14 
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55. We will be with Jesus after we die 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful 

labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having 

the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better …  Philippians 1:21-23 

One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the 

Christ? Save Yourself and us!”  But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed are suffering justly, for 

we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he was 

saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!”  And He said to him, “Truly I say to 

you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”  Luke 23:39-43 

 

56. We will be raised up with Him to be made complete, like Him 

For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, 

and He is the head over all rule and authority; and in Him you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 

Christ; having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  When you were dead in your 

transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having 

forgiven us all our transgressions …  Colossians 2:9-13 

 

57. Jesus is able to sit at the right hand of the throne of God 

…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured 

the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:2 

 

58. We are seated with Jesus next to God 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were 

dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 

raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus …   

Ephesians 2:4-6 
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59. Jesus will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords over God’s kingdom 

Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the 

world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”  

And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 

saying, “We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have 

taken Your great power and have begun to reign.  Revelation 11:15-17 

And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “Kings of kings, and Lord of lords.”   

Revelation 19:16 

 

60. Jesus will be supremely honored by all living beings 

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.  Philippians 2:9-11 

And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if 

slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  

And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  When He had 

taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 

one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And they 

sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, 

and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. You 

have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”  Then I 

looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; 

and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 

voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing.”  And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under 

the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to 

the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.”  And the four living 

creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell down and worshiped.  Revelation 5:6-14 
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